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● Insurance coverage is not uniform across all insurance carriers. 

● Some private carriers cover it but 17 states (California included) do not cover routine NMC under Medicaid.

● Medi-Cal Fee-for-Service (FFS) system covers about 13.3% of Medi-Cal beneficiaries. Under the FFS delivery 

plan a circumcision is covered only if the provider deems it medically necessary. CPT codes 54150 and 54160 

are non-benefits, but may be available for medical necessity with prior authorization.  Medi-Cal Managed 

care is the vast majority of Medi-Cal beneficiaries - 86.7%. A managed care plan has the option to cover other 

services in addition to the required FFS benefits. In other words, CHS administrators have chosen to cover 

neonatal circumcisions based on American Academy of Pediatrics recommendations. Medi-Cal recipients 

covered by a managed care plan should check with their provider to ascertain the circumstances under which 

a circumcision procedure would be covered.

Medically necessary conditions may be: Phimosis (foreskin too tight and cannot be retracted), balanitis 

(inflammation of the glans) or chronic UTIs

Insurance Coverage of Newborn Male Circumcision

https://biologyinsights.com/is-circumcision-covered-by-insurance-in-california/



Cost of Newborn Male Circumcision

● Total cost without insurance typically falls 
between $250 and $400 for the procedure 
itself, plus an additional $235 to $375 in 
hospital facility charges if it’s performed during 
the hospital stay. 
○ That puts the full cost somewhere in the 

range of $485 to $775. 
● Many hospitals offer self-pay discounts or 

payment plans for uninsured families. 
● If your client is interested or planning NMC, call 

managed care plan/insurance before delivery 
and ask if procedure is included in newborn 
care.
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