
CENSUS 2020
Ensuring the Count of CA’s Young Children

Trainer: Ana Lugo, 0-5 Statewide Census Trainer



First 5 Association

Nonprofit membership organization that advocates for and 
works with the California’s 58 First 5 county commissions 
to build strong, effective, and sustainable systems serving 
California's youngest children. 

The Association is leading a campaign to inform and 
motivate Californians to count all young children in the 
2020 Census, so families have the support they need for 
the next decade.





First 5’s Regional Coordination team will support county commissions, other 0-
5 partners, and engage communities in the Census 2020 complete counts effort
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Understanding the stories of historically 
underserved communities
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The pillars for our trainings

Diversity Equity Belonging



Evolution of Race on the Census

1790: Free white males, free white females, all other free persons, slaves.

1820: Free white males, free white females, free colored males and females, slaves.

1850: White,  Black, Mulatto, Black slaves, Mulatto Slaves

1860: White,  Black, Mulatto, Black slaves, Mulatto Slaves, Indian

1870: White, Black, Mulatto, Indian, Chinese

1930: White, Negro, Other, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Hindu, 
Mexican

… Spanish, Hispanic, Latino Origin and subsequent question on race added. 

2020: questions will continue to be separated despite research showing that this 
lessens the accuracy of the data.

Sources: https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/interactives/multiracial-timeline/

https://naleo.org/COMMS/PRA/The%20Hispanic%20Origin%20and%20Race%20Questions%20in%20Census%202020%20-

%20Final.pdf

https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/interactives/multiracial-timeline/
https://naleo.org/COMMS/PRA/The%20Hispanic%20Origin%20and%20Race%20Questions%20in%20Census%202020%20-%20Final.pdf


U.S. Constitution
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be 

included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by 

adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of 

Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration 

shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and 

within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number 

of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at 

Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 

shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, 

Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, 

Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

Article 1, Section 2

Source: https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/Article_1_Section_2.pdf

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/Article_1_Section_2.pdf


Mass Killings of Native Americans

Native American 
communities were 
decimated through 
dispossession,  mass killings, 
violence, cultural 
genocide… and keeping 
them from counting on the 
Census. 



Slavery In America

“In August of 1619, a ship appeared on this 
horizon, near Point Comfort, a coastal port in 
the British colony of Virginia. It carried more 

than 20 enslaved Africans, who were sold to the 
colonists. America was not yet America, but this 

was the moment it began. No aspect of the 
country that would be formed here has been 
untouched by the 250 years of slavery that 
followed. On the 400th anniversary of this 

fateful moment, it is finally time to tell our story 
truthfully.”

Source: https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf

https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~arihuang/academic/abg/slavery/history.html

https://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/full_issue_of_the_1619_project.pdf
https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~arihuang/academic/abg/slavery/history.html




Understanding Our Biases

Source: 

https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000004818663/peanut-butter-jelly-and-racism.html?smid=pl-share


Getting our children and families counted is 
critical for our communities
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What is the Census?

The 2020 Census counts the population in all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, and five U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, American Samoa, 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands).

Source: https://2020census.gov/en/what-is-2020-census.html

https://2020census.gov/en/what-is-2020-census.html


The Basics
Administered every ten years by the U.S. Census Bureau, but statewide efforts are 
coordinated through The California Complete Count – Census 2020 Office

Legally mandated for all residents under Title 13 of the U.S. Code

• Technically, individuals who refuse to participate or willfully provide false information 
can be penalized with fines up to $5,000, but in practice, many residents do not 
participate and face no consequences.

So, why participate in the census?

• Allocation of federal dollars
• Congressional reapportionment
• Political redistricting



The imperative for counting our “Hard to 
Count” communities

These are individuals and  families who 
have long suffered the consequences of 

systemic and societal 
disenfranchisement.

These individuals/families are also the 
majority in our state. 

Source: https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/pmr-materials/10-19-2018/pmr-hard-to-count-2018-10-19.pdf?

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/pmr-materials/10-19-2018/pmr-hard-to-count-2018-10-19.pdf?


Together, these 
groups are the 

majority. 

Source: Public Policy Institute of California



Why are children being missed? 

Missed kids:

• 16% living in an address that wasn’t included in the census
• 16% the only person missing in a housing unit that was “enumerated” (counted)
• 68% missed along with some other members of a household 

Much more likely to be missed when the person filling out the form isn’t their 
biological or adopted parent

Homes with diverse make ups such as:

• Multi-generation 
• Extended families
• Multi-family 



Other reasons...

Some respondents may not want to report their child to the government: Don’t trust 
government 

• 1.8 million children age 0-4 (6.4 million age 0 to 17) are living with at least one 
undocumented parent.

• Some young children are living with a grandparent in restricted housing unit

Some respondents think the Census Bureau does not want children included in the 
Census 

15 percent of people in a NALEO study said they would not include 

their young child or didn’t know if they would.



How much could we lose?

• The California Department of Finance estimated that the 

2010 census failed to count 1.5 million state residents.

• For every resident not counted in the 2010 census, 

California lost more than $2,000* in federal funding.

• An undercount could cost California more than $1.5B

across all Federal programs.

* Calculated by dividing the total federal dollars that California 
receives by the total population of the state. Programs like Head 
Start would result in an average loss of $15,000/yr for 10 years 
per undercounted eligible child. 



What’s At Stake for Kids In California

SCHIP

Special Ed

Head Start

CCDBG

TANF

Section 8 

SNAP

Medicaid

$2B

$1.3B

$1.2B

$303M

$3.7B

$3.5B

$7.2B

$55.5B

COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020:CALIFORNIA
Allocation of Funds from 55 Large Federal Spending Programs
Guided by Data Derived from the 2010 Census (Fiscal Year 2016)

https://gwipp.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2181/f/downloads/IPP-1819-3%20CountingforDollars_CA.pdf


Being counted helps young children 
thrive
Stronger political representation: federal, state, county and school Board districts

More funding for key kids programs: more complete Census data can increase funding for 
some programs (Medicaid, CHIP, foster care, CCDBG mandatory share)—average in 37 
states is $1200 lost per  year per  uncounted person

More equitable distribution of funds: When total funding is capped, Census data often 
determines who gets it (Title 1, Special Ed, CCDBG appropriations, Head Start expansion 
funds)

Better planning: school size, health facilities, private enterprise

Better information on child well being: Census data provides 10 of 16 indicators used in 
yearly KIDS COUNT report 

Stronger advocacy



Diverse Living Experiences

Folks have diverse living experiences and here are some we have 
questions about. 

• Folks experiencing homelessness
• The Census Bureau also has special processes in place for counting 

people who may be experiencing homelessness.
• Transitory locations include campgrounds, RV parks, marinas, hotels, motels, 

racetracks, circuses, and carnivals.

• Students in college
• Folks in nursing homes
• Military

• Military personnel who are temporarily deployed                                      
overseas should be counted at their usual home                                             
address in the United States.

https://2020census.gov/en/conducting-the-count/gq.html
https://2020census.gov/en/who-to-count.html
https://2020census.gov/en/who-to-count.html
https://2020census.gov/en/who-to-count.html


homelessness over these three days. As part of 
this process, the Census Bureau counts people in 
shelters, at soup kitchens and mobile food vans, on 
the streets, and at non-sheltered, outdoor 
locations such as tent encampments.

April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. By 
this date, every home will receive an invitation to 
participate in the 2020 Census. Once the 
invitation arrives, you should respond for your 
home in one of three ways: online, by phone, or by 
mail. When you respond to the census, you'll tell 
the Census Bureau where you live as of April 1, 
2020.

April: Census takers will begin visiting college 
students who live on campus, people living in 
senior centers, and others who live among large 
groups of people. Census takers also begin 
conducting quality check interviews to help ensure 
an accurate count.

May - July: Census takers will begin visiting 
homes that haven't responded to the 2020 Census 
to help make sure everyone is counted.

December: The Census Bureau will deliver 
apportionment counts to the President and 
Congress as required by law.

January 21: The U.S. Census Bureau starts counting the population in remote 
Alaska. The count officially begins in the rural Alaskan village of Toksook Bay.

March 12 - 20: Households will begin receiving official Census Bureau mail with 
detailed information on how to respond to the 2020 Census online, by phone, or by 
mail. 

March 30 - April 1: The Census Bureau will count people who are experiencing 



Building Our Toolbox
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Building blocks for authentic conversations

Having authentic 
conversations with 
every family will be 
the catalyst for 
getting a more 
accurate count of our 
children in the 2020 
census. 



Questions we can ask families

What has your experience been with the census? 
Do you know how you will be filling out the census?
Do you have any concerns around being able  and/or having the time to 
fill out the census?
How may I support you in making sure you are able to fill out the Census?
Do you need access to a computer or phone to fill out the census?
May I give you some more information about the Census?



First 5’s communications strategy will be available in every HTC 
community, in multiple languages, to connect families and communities in 
ways that 0-5 families appreciate



First 5 Association Census Social Press Kit
(Available at thesocialpresskit.com/first5-2020census - English screenshot below)

http://thesocialpresskit.com/first5-2020census




WE COUNT! takes us through different 
family and household compositions, so that 
we can explore who in our homes should be 
counted come April 1, 2020. 

Utilizing this book to help families better 
understand who counts is a great resource! 

Understanding Who Counts



Trusted Messenger 

Program Goal

To provide tools and concrete, evaluated, 
and easily replicable strategies for the 
community based providers families 
already know and trust … so they can 
confidently support families’ accurate  
participation in the 2020 census and 
launch authentic conversations about 
who counts in America and why. 



Learning Objectives
1. Understand the importance for families and communities of a correct and complete count in 

the 2020 Census.

1. Listen to families’ and  open a safe space to have an authentic conversation about their census 
concerns, instead of telling families what they should do.  

1. Practice giving each family a copy of WE COUNT! and open it together to find answers to 
census questions and concerns. 

1. Use WE COUNT! with families to decide how their household should be correctly counted 
and feel confident to offer support as families complete their form in writing, online or on the 
phone.

1. Use this training to recruit and train other partners - including non-traditional “trusted 
messengers” to use the WE COUNT! book to discuss the census with families. 



What makes reading special and not 
stressful for you?

How can you create that 
environment for families 
when you share 
WE COUNT! 
with them? 



• 2020 Census Disability Community 

Toolkit

• First 5 Toolkit

• We Count!

• Asian Americans Advancing Justice’s 

2020 Census Campaign

• 2020 Census Faith Toolkit

• Cal nonprofits - 2020 Census toolkit

• Censoteria - Latino Community 

Foundation

More toolkits! 

https://files.constantcontact.com/8e9f3084701/cecb0222-b7fd-4536-a398-3b7a4245e431.docx
https://thesocialpresskit.com/first5-2020census
https://www.wecountkids.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b9012299772ae95969d6c92/t/5dfa9ee8f486e62e77a98090/1576705770104/Census+2020+GOTC+Toolkit+-+phone+and+contacts+update+-+12.17.2019.pdf
https://fc05acf7-fc7e-4e16-bb56-0533f9448da0.filesusr.com/ugd/03e723_1568d98b5a684e35add3125943ba98c5.pdf
https://calnonprofits.org/programs/census-2020-toolkit
https://latinocf.org/2020-census/


The Mechanics
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Mapping 
Tools

Source:https://census.ca.gov/HTC-map/

https://census.ca.gov/HTC-map/
https://census.ca.gov/HTC-map/


2020 Census Sample

https://2020census.gov/content/dam/2020census/materials/partners/2019-08/2020-informational-questionnaire.pdf








Questions?



Contact Info
Kendra Devejian
Census Project Director
kendra@first5association.org 

Rachel Wallace
Bay Area Census Regional Coordinator
rachel@first5association.org

Ana Lugo
Census 0-5 Statewide Trainer
ana@first5association.org

Mercedes Carmona 
Census Project Coordinator 
Mercedes@first5association.org 

Guadalupe Ramos 
Central Valley Census Regional Coordinator

guadalupe@first5association.org 

Sandra Gonzales - Pabon 
North East Regional Coordinator

sandra@first5association.org 

mailto:jess@first5association.org
mailto:jess@first5association.org
mailto:guadalupe@first5association.org
mailto:sandra@first5association.org


Thank You!


