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Agenda

• Substance Use Disorders (SUD)

• Background and Trends

• START-ODS LA County’s SUD 
System of Care 

• Strategies to Enhance Client Care

• Next Steps  



Substance Abuse 
Prevention and 
Control (SAPC)

• Committed to reducing the 
impact of substance use, abuse 
and addiction in Los Angeles 
County

• Lead and facilitate the delivery 
of a full spectrum of 
prevention, treatment, and 
recovery support services 

• Contract for substance use 
disorder (SUD) services at over 
300 sites across LA County



Referral Process for Substance Abuse Services 

Who provides the substance abuse referral?

Where do you refer patients with substance 
abuse service needs?

What are some successes and opportunities 
for growth regarding the referral process?







What is a 
Substance Use 
Disorder (SUD)?

• Encompass a range of 
severity levels which 
includes the misuse, 
dependence, and addiction 
to alcohol and/or legal or 
illegal drugs

• A best course of action 
determined by the level of 
severity of the SUD







Source: Medical Director’s Brief No. 5 Issue:  Substance Use in the Primary Care Setting – SAPC-LA County Public Health



• Increases access to SUD services

• Broadens the type of SUD services 
available 

• Organizes the SUD system of care

System 
Transformation 
To Advance 
Recovery And 
Treatment 
(START–ODS) 
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